The Flight of the " Ilia Mourometz " to Kiev
port. I was particularly happy to demonstrate the
plane in flight to him and he later said he was im-
pressed by the smooth and steady flight of the large
ship.
One evening during our stay in Kiev, air service
officers arranged a dinner for the crew of the "Ilia
Mourometz." It was a nice, clear summer evening.
The party was held in the elegant garden house of the
Chamber of Commerce, situated on the summit of one
of the hills with an exceptionally beautiful view
directly overlooking the Dnieper, It was a gay affair
which lasted until daybreak.
But in my memory it is connected with sorrow.
Many of the fine, young officers who attended this
dinner lost their lives shortly afterwards. My brother
was killed in a naval battle in the Baltic Sea about
three months later. Another guest, Captain Nesterov,
the first man in the world to make a loop in an aero-
plane, died about the same time in one of the first
combats in the air, having destroyed the enemy plane.
Of the companions of our flight, Captain Prussis was
killed in an aeroplane accident. Similar stories could
be told about other young officers whom I saw for the
last time during that dinner.
After a few more restful and pleasant days in Kiev,
the *' Ilia Mourometz " took off, early in the morning
of July i ith, for the north, with a crew of only three
men, because Captain Prussis had left earlier. About
seven and a half hours later we landed at Novo
Sokolniki, which was more than half-way. The re-
fuelling was done very quickly this time because our
representative had made an ingenious arrangement
with compressed air whereby all tanks were filled in